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Letter from our President
Dear Friends,

Welcome to an incredible night celebrating the Beyond Imagination work we’re doing at Connecticut Children’s!

Each day, a dedicated team of over 3,500 people at Connecticut Children’s create magical moments for children and families. While the medical and mental health care

we provide is firmly grounded in reality, the true wonder of Connecticut Children’s rests on the extraordinary lengths we go to in order to deliver family-centered care,

spearhead groundbreaking research and give families experiences that transform lives.

Among the marvels we're privileged to share with you is the exciting vision for our new Advanced Cellular & Gene Therapy Unit, this year's Bid for Kids beneficiary.

Imagine having a child who needs a lifesaving bone marrow transplant, only to be told by the doctors who care deeply for your family that they have to send you

hundreds of miles away for the care your child needs. It’s a problem we are going to solve.

Tonight, we have the privilege of introducing you to Jack and Iliana—two young cancer survivors. While their diagnoses were very different, their families had to face the

challenges of leaving the state to save their lives. I'm certain you will love getting to know Jack and Iliana, and I ask you to join Connecticut Children’s in our

commitment to provide close to home care for all of the children in our region.

Because of generous friends like you, Connecticut Children’s will continue to expand our impact and elevate the care we provide to the children and families who need us

the most, whether they seek our services at one of our 41 care locations spanning three states or within the eight-story expansion we're adding to our health system in

Hartford.

We are thrilled you have joined us for tonight’s wonderful, whimsical Wonka-inspired Golden Ticket Gala!

Come with me, and you’ll be in a world Beyond Imagination,

James E. Shmerling, DHA, FACHE

President and CEO



Alex Voz
Mentalist/Illusionist
Alex Voz is a professional mentalist and magician renowned for his

energetic and interactive performances across New York City.

Trusted by leading figures on the Forbes list and major

corporations worldwide, Alex Voz delivers breathtaking shows that

captivate audiences around the globe.



Fairfield County Children’s Choir

The Fairfield County Children's Choir (FCCC) is a community-based

choral program made up of over 300 children in grades four through

twelve from communities in Connecticut's Fairfield County and

beyond. The FCCC was founded in 1995 to provide children the

opportunity to participate in a musical experience which is

challenging, rewarding and enjoyable. The FCCC program provides

instruction in vocal technique, choral technique, music literacy, and

the appreciation of music through the practice and performance of

great choral repertoire.

The FCCC will celebrate its 30th anniversary season with a

performance at Carnegie Hall on May 10, 2025.

Music Director & Founder Jon Noyes was selected as the

Outstanding Choral Director in 1998 by the Connecticut Chapter of

the American Choral Directors Association.



Miss Porter’s School Chamber Orchestra

A chamber orchestra composed of students

from Miss Porter's School, Farmington's

historic boarding school for girls, will play

highlights from the Willy Wonka films,

including Pure Imagination, Oompa-loompa,

I've Got the Golden Ticket, The Candy Man,

and Cheer Up Charlie.



Joshua Goodman, Pianist 
Joshua began piano studies at 6 and continued to study in Toronto at the

Royal Conservatory of Music. At 20 Joshua was admitted to the Faculty of

Music at McGill University in Montreal where he completed jazz and classical

studies earning a B. Mus. in Jazz Piano Performance. In 1994 Joshua went on

to study and perform at the Banff Centre for the Arts in Alberta with artists

like Chucho Valdes and Kenny Wheeler and later in 2013 with Vijay Iyer.

However, it was the teachings of Dr. Barry Harris that influenced Joshua the

most. Joshua developed a close relationship with Barry and attended his

workshops in New York and Toronto numerous times.

From that relationship, Joshua got to know drummer Leroy Williams who

worked with Barry for over 40 years. In 2013, Joshua, Brandi Disterheft and

Leroy formed the Jazz Descendants and produced an album entitled, Red.

The album was top on the list in Canadian radio stations for many weeks.

Joshua continues to perform in U.S.A., Europe and Asia. Joshua is firmly 

committed to spreading Love and Peace through music as he continues to 

compose, arrange and record music.



Avenue Groove is a Connecticut-based band

formed in 2007 consisting of six very talented and

dedicated musicians playing R&B/Funk/Dance

Music. Known for being extremely tight and

having fantastic vocals, Avenue Groove is very

well received wherever they perform.

Avenue Groove



Gala All-Star Ambassadors

Iliana
As a baby, Iliana had been back and forth to the pediatrician with a

variety of ailments—colds, fevers and stomach bugs. After holding her

breath and passing out, Iliana was taken to Urgent Care at Connecticut

Children’s Specialty Care Center in Farmington. The results of an EKG

prompted pediatric cardiologist Alex Golden, MD, to order an

ultrasound and bloodwork, and that changed everything. Iliana was just

seven months old when she was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia

(AML), and she needed a bone marrow transplant. Iliana lives in Bristol

with her parents, Brianna and Thanasi, and older brother, Yanni.



Jack
Jack, age 15, is an excellent student with a passion for

soccer. In January of 2023, he was experiencing leg

pains and was noticeably pale. After visiting several

different specialists, Jack ended up at Connecticut

Children’s where pediatric hematologist-oncologist

Kerry Moss, MD, diagnosed him with myelodysplastic

syndrome (MDS), a type of blood cancer that is

common in older men, but relatively rare in children.

Jack needed a bone marrow transplant, and will share

his story at the Gala. Jack lives in East Hampton with

his parents, Brett and Lesley, and younger brother, Joe.

Gala All-Star Ambassadors



Gala All-Star Ambassadors

Gracyn-Rose
Seven-year-old Gracyn was born with chronic intestinal pseudo-obstruction (CIPO), a

condition so rare that only about 100 kids in the U.S. are diagnosed with it each year.

CIPO means that the nerves and muscles in Gracyn’s intestines don’t work properly,

preventing food, fluids and air from moving through her body. Following birth,

Gracyn struggled to eat and failed to gain weight. She needed an ileostomy, a surgical

procedure that allowed her intestines to drain into a pouch on the outside of her body.

Christine Finck, MD, Surgeon-in-Chief at Connecticut Children’s performed the

surgery.

Gracyn will likely have CIPO for the rest of her life, and no one can say why. Genetic

testing turned up no definitive answer, and her medical challenges were far from over.

Ordinary illnesses often landed her in the hospital to recover. In 2020, Dr. Finck

placed a gastrostomy tube (G-tube) into Gracyn’s stomach to help with feeding and to

ensure that her body can absorb the nutrients she needs.
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Aramark

Cannon Design

DPR Construction

Hartford Business Journal

Hartford Healthcare

Interpreters and Translators, Inc.

JOPR

Oompa Loompa Gold Sponsors



Adams & Knight

Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield

Arista 

AVNA INC.

Connecticut Hospital Association

Fiducient Advisors

Gaffney Bennett & Associates

Jefferson Radiology 

KPMG

Lockton
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Stanley Black & Decker

Talcott Financial Group

USI Consulting Group
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Gumdrop Silver Sponsors



Sweet Treats Sponsor

Curbside Confections

Wonka’s Wonder Tree Sponsor

Michaels Jewelers



American Sign Language Interpreter Sponsor

Candy Boat Transportation Sponsors

Ambassador Limousine

DATTCO

American School for the Deaf
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Jennifer Trzaski, MD*, and James Moore, MD, PhD*

Michael Posner, MD, and Nicole Murray, MD*

Katharine Oates Nixon<

Melanie+ and Todd Pancavage

Lori Pelletier, PhD*, and Luke Pelletier

Kristan Pierz, MD*, and Brian Molinari
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Diane Shenberger, MS, RD, and Jeffrey Shenberger, MD*
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Auction Donors

Abe & Louie's 

Able Tool & Equipment

Acura of  Avon

All Waste Inc.

Alvarium Brewery

Ambassador Limousine

AMERICAN DREAM

Andrew & Samara Ginsburg

Aquila's Nest Vineyards

Arthur Murray Dance Center of  

Glastonbury

Arugula Bistro & Bar

Ashton Lally

ASSA ABLOY

Atlantic Fish Company

Avelo Airlines

Avon Village Family Dentistry 

Barcelona Wine Bar

BarkBox

barre3

bartaco

Bayside Resort

Bear's Smokehouse BBQ

Beret and Brush

Bertie M. Heiner

Betsy Carnes

Betsy Rudden



Auction Donors

Big Y

Bigelow Tea

Black Hawk Sport Fishing

Blithewold Manor, Gardens & 

Arboretum

Block21Prints

Bloom Beauty & Skincare

Bob & Janet Weber in honor of  

Declan

Bob's Discount Furniture

Boqueria West Hartford

Boston Bruins

Boston Crawling, LLC

Boston Red Sox

Bridgewater Chocolate Factory & 

Store

Brooklyn Botanic Garden

Bryn Craven Art

Canyon Ranch

Capital City Education Alliance

Carbone's

Carol Courtney

Carole King - Keller Williams 

Realty in honor of  Declan

Casa Pestagua

Catherine Christiano

Central Rock Gym

Charles & Kacey D'Elia

Charles River Boat Company

Cheryl L. Lawless



Auction Donors

Chick-fil-A

Chocolena

Chris Vandehoef & Maureen 

Fitzgerald

Christian Siriano

City Fish Market

Coco Lily

Connecticut Beardsley Zoo

Connecticut Children's

Connecticut Museum of  

Culture and History

Connecticut Science Center

Cronin Photography

crumbl cookies Fairfield

Crystal Bees

Curbside Confections

David Marks & Dr. Ann Sagalyn

Deborah Leonard

Delamar West Hartford

Diane Cichy / Belladonna 

Medspa

Dom's Coffee

Donald  W. Hight

Doro Restaurant Group

Dorothy Ann Levine, MD & 

Alvin Rosenfeld, MD

Dr. Perricone

Elite Island Resorts

Ellen Carey

Elm City Party Bike Tours

ESPN

Farmington Family Dentistry 



Auction Donors

Farmington Polo Grounds

Fascia’s Chocolates

Gallery Salon

Garde Arts Center

George Springer

Goodspeed Musicals

Goodwin Hotel

Gouveia Vineyards

Grier Torrence

Groomingdale's

Gypset Salon

Hartford Distributors Inc.

Hartford Flavor Company

Hartford Stage

Hartford Symphony Orchestra

Harvest Cafe Bakery

Hawk Ridge Winery

Herman Melville's Arrowhead

Highclere Castle Gin

Hill-Stead Museum

Hot Haven Chicken

Hot Table Panini

IBEW

Imagine Float

Institute of  Contemporary Art

Ion Restaurant

IRIS Photography

It's Playtime Avon

Ives & Bees

Ivoryton Playhouse



Auction Donors

Jane Caroll
Jane Owen
Janet Lawler
Jeff & Lisa Duncan 
Jill Vaughn
Joe's Newbury
Joe's Waterfront
Joey Garlic's
Kate Emery Art
Kathy Drajewicz
KidCity

Kilwins West Hartford
Korlates Fitness LLC
Kripalu
Laura & Dave Surowiec
LAZ Parking
Leah Pfrommer
Liberty Bank
Lisa Barall-Matt & Todd Matt
Little Theater of Manchester
LIVE NATION
Lori Racicot

Lucy Desi Museum & The 
National Comedy Center
Luda Zarovnaya
Mafe LaRosa 
Maria Scrivan
Mark Twain House & Museum
Martha Simpson
MASS Moca
Massage Envy
Matterhorn Mini Golf
Max Restaurant Group



Auction Donors

Mayflower Inn & Spa
MetLife
Michaels Jewelers
Michele Wolff Photography
Mohawk Mountain
Mozzicato De Pasquale Bakery & 
Pastry Shop
Munson's Chocolates
Museum of Illusions Chicago
Mystic Aquarium

Mystic Seaport Museum
NBCUniversal
NEAT Method Home Organizing
New Britain Museum of American 
Art
New England Air Museum
New Haven Symphony Orchestra
New Park Brewing
New York Giants
New York Jets

New York Mets
Niantic Children's Museum
Nomads Adventure Quest
Old Sturbridge Village
Oriental Trading Co.
Palace Theater
Parkville Market
Patricia Robalino
Patriot's Foundation
Renu 180 Medspa - Southington, 
CT



Auction Donors

Rein's Deli
Rob Ferrie / Hosting 
Hollywood
Roger Clemens Foundation
Sacred Heart University's 
Discovery Science Center and 
Planetarium
Sally & Douglas H.
MacGilpin, MD
Salute Restaurant
Sandy Welch Art

Sara Prentis Brown
Saybrook Point Resort and 
Marina
Section 101 Clothing Store
Seth Wickersham
Shakespeare & Company
Silex Medical
Silk City Coffee
Sparkle Up
Springfield Country Club
Stephanie DeCarolis

Stew Leonard's
Stone Age Rock Gym
Storyland, New Hampshire
Susan and Donald Hight, MD
Terry Walters
The Adventure Park at Storrs
The Bakers Dozen
The Beamhouse Restaurant
The Bee's Knees Catering
The Book Barn
The Bushnell Performing Arts 
Center



Auction Donors

The Children's Museum
The Claypen
The Connecticut Forum
The Essex Resort & Spa
The Essex Steam Train & 
Riverboat
The Friends Learning Center
The LEGO® Group
The Melting Pot
The Pond House Cafe

Newport County
The Shore Line Trolley Museum
The Simsbury Inn
The UConn Men’s Basketball 
Program
The Warner Theatre
The Wellsworth Hotel
The Yoga Shop West
Thomas Hooker Brewing

Chocolates
Thunder Ridge Ski Area
Tom & Alana Matulaniec
Tom Bradley
Tracy Mulligan
Travelers Championship
Tree House Brewery
Two Roads Brewing Company
Tyler Anderson & Billy Grant
UConn Sports Properties



Auction Donors

Valenti Alfa Romeo

Van Wilgens Garden Center

Veronica Porras

Wachusett Mountain Ski Area

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum 

of  Art

WECO HOSPITALITY

WeHa Candle Co.

West Hartford Orthodontics

Westport Country House

Whispering Fox Photography

William Agostinucci

Wolf  Pack

Wood-n-Tap

Woodside Therapeutic Massage

Woodstock Inn & Resort

Yard Goats

Zaidi Orthodontics

Zhanna Alkahzova



Alex Syphers Photography

Ambassador Limousine

Art of  the Event

Connecticut Convention Center

Curbside Confections

DATTCO

Delamar West Hartford

Dillon Mailing & Printing

Event Resources

Fresh Market

Full Send Productions

Getty

Hartford Marriott Downtown

Jane Owen Public Relations

Keith Claytor Photography

MinuteMan

MJ Decorations

Morbid Monstrosities

My Life Your Entertainment

Pink Flamingo

The Candy Bar Wrapper

White Light Photography

Thank You to our Event Partners



Hillary Calhoun

Amy Crafa

Peg Crombleholme

Kacey Kennedy D’Elia

Amy Dillon

Angela Dillon

Sarah Duncan

Maureen Fitzgerald

Samara Ginsburg Δ

Kimberly Gordon

Gala Planning Committee

Susan Hight

Wendy Hofer

Kristin Johnson

Katharine Kluger

Melissa Labieniec

Mafe LaRosa

Sally MacGilpin

Kristen Marshall

Alana Matulaniec

Alexandra McPhee

Jenny McPhee ∞

Tracy Mulligan

Jane Owen***

Melanie Pancavage

Sarah Pfinsgraff

Katherine Reardon

Lisa Schwartz

Debbie Shmerling

DeAnna Syner

Jennifer Tansley

Sara Walker-Diaz

∞ Design Chair

Δ Auction Chair

***Foundation 

Board

Gala Ambassadors
Katherine Reardon & Christina Tarabishy




